
 

Starvation
CauseofDeath Exhaustion intercurrent infection

Circulatoryfailure due to brown atrophy ofheart
Dehydration hypothermia contribute todeath

Postmortem Appearances

rigormortis sets in early paleface
disappears early skin isinelastic pigmented

follicularhyperkeratosismaydevelop
subcutaneous patchesofoedemaaroundtheankle insidethethighs
Wettype markedoedemaoffacetrunklimbs

ascites pleuraleffusions

trophicskinchanges brittlenails

day lustrelessbrittle hair
fatisalmost completelyabsent in subcutaneous tissue fatoffemale breast orbit
lossoffatabouttheinternalorgansomentum are spareduntil late

subpericardial fat is replaced by a watery gelatinous material
Children spinal curvature ricketts dental defects

Adults progressive
demineralization osteomalacia

Changes of premature senility in all organs tissues

Extremeemaciation general reduction in size weight ofall organs
except thebrain
Muscles are atrophied darkerdue to increased lipochrome

fibres losestriations

Heart is small from brown atrophy Bloodvolume is markedly

Bowel contains offensive watery fluid gas Markedanaemia

gallbladder is distendedwith bile



MLI
Exclusionofdiseases likelytocause lossofweight is essential
Malignant disease Diabetesmellitus Chronicdiarrhoea

Progressivemuscular atrophy Tuberculosis

Addison's disease Perniciousanaemia

1 suicide

voluntary fasting forthepurposeofexhibition
voluntary fasting toattract publicattention fastuntodeath

rectificationofgrievances
2 Homicide victim is usually an infant oldaged feeble minded

illegitimate children are frequently starved to death
Children starvedbytheir parents guardian Baby farmer

3 Accident Duringfamine trapped in pitsmines landslides etc
stricture cancerofoesophagus ankylosis ofjaw
Neglect in drugaddicts desirefordang desireforfood
Psychiatriccauses paranoid schizophrenia

senile dementia


