
 

Forensic Psychiatry
Psychiatry study diagnosis treatment ofmental illness
Forensic psychiatry Applicationof psychiatry forthe purposesof law

administrationofjustice
Mental HealthAct MHA 1987 law passedbythe GOI in 1987 relating to

treatment care of mentally ill persons
Mentally ill person one who is in needof treatment byreason ofany mental

disorder otherthanmental retardation

1 Abreaction reviving bringing into consciousness traumatic

experiencesof the past whichthe patient has repressed subconsciously

2 Actus Reus guiltyAction CriminalAct

3 Affect mood or inner feelings at a particular moment

4 Affective Disorder A disorder in which affect is disturbed
e Bipolar disease depression etc

5 Amnesia lossof memory
Retrograde amnesia extends backwards in time fromthe pointofhead

injury
Anterograde amnesia extends forwards in time fromthe pointof head injury

6 CompasMentis having a soundmind

required forrecording certain statements dying declaration

making a valid will



7 Confabulation false answers givenby amnesia patients without
a deliberate attempt to mislead

typically seen in Korsakoff's psychosis

falsememory that the patient believes to be true
8 Delirium common severe neuropsychiatric syndrome

core features de
acute onset is impaired criticalfaculty is blunted or lost1
fluctuating course

attentional deficits

reduced clarity of awareness of the environment
commonest

organic mental disorder seen clinically
Aperson in delirium is noted for his acts

9 Delusion a falsebelief in it is under thecontrol of
something which is not a fact emotions butnot nationalforces
persists evenafter its falsity hasbeenclearly demonstrated
which is not widelyprevalent in persons ofsimilar socioeconomic

Types ofDelusion educational status

i Delusional Misidentification Syndromes includes 4 typesofsyndromes
Capgeas Syndrome Delusion ofDoubles personholds a delusion that a

friend close family member has beenreplaced by an identical looking
imposter stranger

Syndromeof SubjectiveDoubles patient's own self is perceived as being
replacedby a double

Syndromeof Intermetamorphosis familiar persons are believed to have
exchanged identities no stranger is involved
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Mental Health Act passed by the Indian parliament in 1987
repealedthe Indian Lunacy Act 1912
Act to consolidate amendthelaw relating tomentally ill persons their better
treatment care better management oftheirproperty theiroverall better

Olderteams in IndianLunacy Newteams in Mental Health
protection

Act 1912 Act 1987
Mentalhospital Psychiatric hospital

Lunatic Mentally ill person
criminal lunatic mentally ill prisoner

Now Mental Health Care Act 2017
Mentally 911 Person MIP a person who is in needof
treatment by reason ofany mental disorder otherthan

mental

retardation

Establishment maintenance of psychiatric hospitals psychiatric
nursing homes can only be with license whichhasto be
renewed every 5 years

Regular inspection of psychiatric hospitals by Inspecting officers
who can enterthe psychiatric hospital inspect its records

talk to patients in private
For every psychiatric hospital the Government shall appoint 5 or
more visitors at least I should be a medical officer preferably a
psychiatrist 2 social workers 2 others

Every month 3 visitors make a joint inspection ofeverypartof the
psychiatric hospital

Penalty for improper reception ofmentally ill person
Properadmission discharge of patients restraint of mentally ill



Restraint of MIP
I Immediate Restraint



Mental Illness Responsibility
Responsibility legal liabilityof a person forhis actions It canbe in civil or criminal

matters

Law presumes that every person is mentally sounduntil proved otherwise

Civil Responsibility
I Competence as a Witness

MIP cannot testify
MIPcantestify underthefollowing conditions

understanding notaffected
during lucid interval

understands obligations ofan oath
understandsthe necessity oftellingthe truth
is able to tell coherently whathehasseen

I Consent
Consent to any actmentioned in IPC is notvalid hunt medical
examination sexual intercourse

surgery etc
MTPconsent is invalid

III Contracts only a personof sound mind is competent to contract Indian
Contract Act 1872
















