
 

Cardiac Poisons
1 Nicotianatabacum

2 Digitalis purpurea

3 Neriumodorum

4 Cerbera theretia

5 Cerbera odallam

6 Cleistanthus collinus

7 Quinine

8 Aconite

Aconitum napellus

Aconite rootsof
Aconitum ferrox

roots seeds are most potent contain aconitine 10otheralkaloids

initial stimulation ofCNS depression

Dayroot is conical tapering shows scarsbasesof broken rootlets is arched

shrivelled

odorless sweettaste lateracid

Signs Symptoms
leaves rubbed ontheskin tingling numbness

odouroftheplant hasnarcotic effect
pollencausespain swelling intheeyes
burningsensation fromthe mouth to stomach tingling numbness in themouth

salivation nauseavomiting diarrhoea

later mouth isday thirst dysphagia

headache giddiness pallor profuse sweating subnormaltemp

Paresthesia ataxia slurredspeech



twitchingofthemuscles withdatingpains cramps convulsions

Hippus alternatecontraction dilatationof pupils remaindilated later
Hypotension cardiac arrhythmias

markedgeneral muscular weakness

Deathdue to paralysis ofheart or respiratory centres

FatalDose 1groot 25gaconitine
FatalPeriod 2 6hours
Treatment

1 Gastric lavagewithwarmwater weaksolution of iodine in KI or tannicacid
2 Multipledose activatedcharcoal

3 Cathartic

4 Atropine o s 1 mg
5 Symptomatic management

PM Appearances thoseofasphyxia
mucosaofstomach duodenum congestion ecchymoses

lungs kidneys brain congested

Aconitine is extremely unstable isdestroyedbyputrefaction

Circumstances ofPoisoning
1 Accidental dueto eatingthe roots in mistakefor horseradish root

quack remedies

2 suicidalcasesoftenoccur

3givenwithbetelleaf toconcealitstaste forhomicide

4Root is used as an abortifacient

5 Cattlepoison Arrowpoison


