
 

Abortion akamiscarriage Premature expulsion of fetus from
mother'swomb atany timeof pregnancy before full termof pregnancy is
completed see312 IPC legaldefinition
Normal pregnancy 40weeks or 280days countedfromLMP

ovulationoccurs 14daysafterLMP actual physical existence offetus 266days
Medicaldefinition premature expulsion of fetus from the mother's womb
before the age ofviability 28weeks
After 28 weeks stillbirth

Stages in Fetal Life PMW Post menstrualweeks fromLMP

Preembryo Developing ovum 0 5 PMW

Embryo 6 9 PMW
Fetus from 10PMW uptil delivery

Classification ofAbortion
I ClinicalClassification CR MPs

1 Complete expulsion of all products of conception
2 Incomplete expulsionof some productsof conception
Induced termination of pregnancyformedical or elective reasons
4 Inevitable Vaginal bleeding or rupture ofthe membranes accompanied

by dilation ofthe cervix
5 Missed Undetecteddeathofan embryofetusthat is not expelled

that causes no bleeding
aka blighted ovum anembryonic pregnancy intrauterine embryonic disease

6 Recurrent Habitual 3 consecutive spontaneous abortions

7 Septic serious infection oftheuterine contents during or shortly before
or after an abortion



8 Spontaneous Non induced abortion

9 Therapeutic terminationof pregnancy because thewoman's life or health is
endangered or because the fetus is dead or hasmalformations
incompatible with life

10Threatened Vaginal bleeding occurring before 20weeksofgestation without
cervical dilation indicating that spontaneous abortionmay occur

II According to methodInduced
1 Natural spontaneous

accidental

Artificial therapeutic justifiable

criminal

1 According toTimePeriod
1 Early before 12weeks ofgestation
2 Late after 12 weeks of gestation

Criminal Abortion unlawful expulsion ofproducts of conception from
the uterus i e outsidethe provisions ofMTPAct
1971

It may
include

abortion by unqualified personnel

abortion forindications otherthan those mentioned in the Act
abortionafter 20weeks ofpregnancy excluding those conducted to

save the lifeof a woman



MTP Act 1971 MTP Amendment Act 2021
Provisions under MTP Act 1971
i Abortion except when done to savethe life of a woman was criminalized
under sec 312 IPC sec 88 BNS

i Pregnancy upto 20weeks can be terminated upon opinionsof not lessthan
two registered medical practitioners RMP

iii MTPcan be performed when
continuation of pregnancy is a risk tothe lifeofthe woman or could cause

grave injury to her physical or mental health

there is substantialriskthatthechild if born wouldbeseriously handicapped
due to physical or mental abnormalities

when pregnancy is caused due to rape
when pregnancy is caused due to failure of contraceptives

Provisions under MTP Amendment Act 2021
Increases the upper limit for terminationof pregnancy from 20 to
24 weeks forspecial categories ofwomen rapesurvivors victimsof
incest other vulnerable women differently abled minors etc

gestational Age MTPAct 1971 MTP AmendmentAct 2021

2 12weeks Opinionof 1 doctor Opinionof 1 doctor
12 20weeks opinion of 2 doctors Opinionof 1 doctor
20 24weeks Prohibited 2 doctorsofsame category
24weeks Prohibited Medical board incaseof

substantial foetalanomaly



Whocanterminatepregnancy
6monthsofhouse surgeorship in G 0

Postgraduate degree or diploma in G 0

Registered asdoctorbefore 1971with 3g experience in practice of G 20
1 year experience in anyhospital in the department ofG 0

Assistedin performing 25 MTP's in a government hospital or recognizedtraining institute

sec 312 IPC sec 88 BNS applicable until 28 weeks ofgestation
i Abortioncanonlybedone to savethelife ofa woman
ii consentofthewoman shouldbe there
in Woman herself is punishable underthissection if she performs abortion on herself
Punishment Beforequickening 3year imprisonment Fine

Afterquickening 7yearimprisonment Fine

sec 313 IPC sec 89 BMS applicableuntil 28 weeks ofgestation
Causing miscarriage without woman's consent

Punishment imprisonment of 10years Fine

sec 314IPC see 90BNS applicable until 28 weeks ofgestation
Deathof a woman caused by an act done with intent to cause miscarriage

Punishment

If consentofwoman imprisonment of 10years Fine

Ifconsentofwoman Lifeimprisonment Fine

sec 315 Ipc sec 91 BNS typically applicable after 28weeksofgestation
Actdone with intent to prevent child being born alive of

to cause it to die after birth
Punishment imprisonment of 10years Fine

sec 316IPC sec92BNS

Causingdeathofquickunborn child byact amounting to culpable homicide
Punishment imprisonment of 10years Fine



Methods of Procuring Criminal Abortion
A Abortifacient Drugs SLID
I Drugsacting directly on uterus
2 Ecbolics drugsthatincrease uterine contractions butdonotdilaterelax the

cervical canal external os so foetuscannot be expelled

E Apial parsley Lead

Ergotmostcommonecbolic Pituitaryextract givenby injection
Goldenseal orangeroot Quinine

Synthetic estrogen preparations Savin

Nitrobenzol strychnine

2 Emmenagogues drugswhich increasethemenstrual flow
i Direct directlystimulate the uterus usedmore often

Aloes Nutmeg KMnOn
Junifer Pulsatilla Saffron

a Indirect correct anemia or disturbedpelvic circulation

Tonics hematinies Exiron

II Jaritants of the genitourinary Tract
Applied locally produce reflex uterine contractions

Taken systemically produce inflammationof kidneys
KMnOn crystals 100 300mg solution or tablet

Oiloftansy
Oil of pennyroyal

III Irritants of the GIT irritationofcolon hyperemia uterine contractions

1 Emetics Tartar
2 Salinecathartics Mg504
3 strong purgatives Aloe Castoroil Phenolphthalein Senna

Rhubarb Colocynth Podophyllum



Iv LocalApplicationofIrritants
1 Corrosives Carbolic acid Oxalic acid

2 Irritants

Systemic Poisons sublethaldoses foranadultmaybe lethaltothe fetus
1 Inorganic irritantssaltsof Antimony Iron Mercury

Copper Lead

2 Organic irritants methi Moringa

saffron unripe fruits papaya pineapple etc

B Violence causes abortionby producing congestionofpelvic organs
producing haemorrhage between uterus membranes

s dislocationofplacenta
Direct Indirect
forceappliedoverlower forceapplied overlower

partofabdomen by partofabdomen by
kicks blows carrying liftingheavy weights

kneading cycling

Massage ofuterus driving over roughroads

through abdominal wall horse riding

Tight lacing jumpingfrom a height

Cupping running upstairs downstairs

Cupping mick is placed over hypogastrium lighted mug is placed over

it mouth downwards lighted mick consumes oxygen partial vacuum created

mug is pulledtowards hypogastrium pulling force separates placenta



C Local Methods
AbortionPastes SACRED

Games

i Iodine containing pastes

Utuspaste soap myrrh resinoid k

Interruption

Fetexpaste

ii Lead containing pastes Diachylon
I Abortion stick thin woodbamboo stickabout 12 18am long

one endofthestickhas cotton cloth wrapped soaked in one or

more irritants introduced into the uterus retained there till
uterine contractions begin

II Airinsufflation air introduced intouterus throughvaginaby means of
douche tips pumps syringes rly air dislocatestheplacenta tocause
abortion

Curettage cervix is dilated endometrium is scraped with a curette

Dilationofcervix expulsion ofuterine contents

generally usedafter 8 weeks ofgestation
i Laminariatent conetent or thinrodofdriead Laminaria digitata seaweed with

a whitethread attached to one end foreasy removal
ii slipperyelmbark

V1Electricity Generally ve pole over lumbosacral region ve pole overcervix

canbedone otherway
round too low voltagecurrent is passed

uterine contractions expulsionofuterine contents
V11GumElasticBoogiesCatheters cause irritationofthe uterus when introduced through

cervix



V11 RupturingofMembranes introduction ofaninstrumentinto uterine cavity catheter
cannula glassrod crochetneedle penpencil screwdriver etc rupture

ofmembranes escapeof liquoramnii abortion

Complications perforationof vaginal uterinewalls
infection

Syringe Aspiration catheterplastictubing attached to large syringe introduced

within the uterus suctionapplied negative pressure ruptures chorioni

sac precipitates abortion

Syringing Ordinary enema syringe Higginson's syringe used irritant

fluid is injected fluid detaches amniotic sac placenta from uterine

wall uterine contraction Abortion

Complications air embolism fatal haemorrhage infection

toxemia shock death vagalinhibition

Miscellaneous Methods

i Alternative hipbaths in veryhot coldwater

ie partial abortion by untrained abortionist threatened abortion

completion of abortion by a trained doctor

Therapeutic Methods of Safe Abortion
1 Manual vacuum aspiration

2 Dilatation suction Curettage Dec

3 Dilatation Evacuation

4 Other surgical methods Dilatation Extraction Dex
Induction

Hysterectomy



Evidence ofCriminal Abortion
In the living signsofrecent abortion same as signsofrecent delivery
In the dead PMfindings

dependsupon
modeofabortion practiced
time elapsed between abortion death

time elapsed between death PM examination

In all casesofcriminal abortion female genitalia must be excisedout

ofthebody examined

AbortionByDrugs
i LocalExaminationofGenitals

corrosions erosions inflammation ofvulva vagina cervix etc
preserve vaginal vulval washings

ii GIT

signsofcongestion inflammation irritant poisoning

if present preserve GIT contents for chemical analysis
in UrinaryTract

signsofcongestion inflammation irritant poisoning

if present indicates administrationof cantharides turpentine
I Instrumental Abortion AllMs
i Airembolism

ie Infection vaginal walls may show pus frankdischarge
uterine sepsis involves endometrium usually myometrium adjacent

pelvicorgansmaybeinvolved

in Injuries onvagina cervix uterus abdomen



iv Materials tobepreserved

Fetalblood tissues forDNA profiling for establishing maternity paternity
Fluidfromcut surfaceoflung pulmonary blood

Foreign bodies ifrecovered
Instruments ofabortion
Maternal blood

Tissues fromvagina uterus cervicalcanal ovaries

Washings from vagina cervix uterine cavity

III AbortionBy Syringing same as instrumentalabortionwithsome additional findings
1 Clothes maybesoiledwith fluid
ii Genitalcanal may show corrosion or tissue damage

in Fluid darkredfluid found between uterine walls fetal membranes

withpartial detachment of placenta
iv Venous system uterine ovarian pelvic veins all veins extending fromthe

sidesofthe uterus to the heart showbubblesofgas
slimyfluid

veins maybe ballooned out
veinsmayshow a beaded appearance

Causes ofDeath in Criminal Abortion
I ImmediateDeath occurs within minutes E HPV

1 Embolism air amniotic fluid fat
ii Haemorrhage
in Poisoning if poison was used to produce abortion
iv vagalinhibition



I Delayed Deaths occurs within 2 3 days
i local infection

25 P2p
ii Peritonitis

in Pyemia
Iv Septicemia

DTetanus
Vi Toxemia

III Remote Deaths occurs after weeks R BJP
i Bacterial endocarditis

ii Jaundice

in Pulmonary embolism

iv Renal failure

ML Aspects of Abortion
I Fabricated Abortion false malicious claimofan abortion by producing

a dead animal fetus
i detailed examination of fetus DNA profiling is necessary
I Trauma Abortion if proven sec 316 IPC

establish a causal relationship between trauma abortion

criteria suggesting a causal relationship

fetus placenta shouldbe normal before trauma

factors known to cause abortion should be absent

infections syphilis toxoplasmosis uterine abnormalities

exposure to abortifacients physical attempt to
repeated wo abortions without any cause induce abortion



abortion should occur within 24hours of trauma
physical development offetus placenta shouldbe compatible with
the periodofpregnancy at thetime of trauma

there should be an adherentclot or a depression on theplacental surface

injuries to the fetus should be compatible with the time periodoftrauma

Doctor's Duties in Case of Criminal Abortion
1 Historytaking
2 Consultation with obstetrician

3 Treatment

4 Maintenance ofproper day to day records
5 Preservation of evidence allsoiled clothes

any foreign material collected

6 Professional secrecymustbe maintained

Arrange fordying declaration ifpatient is serious
8 Incaseofdeath death certificatemust not be issued Body must be

sentfor PMexamination



Feature Natural Abortion Criminal Abortion

Cause Predisposing disease Unmarriedgirl or widow becoming pregnant
Subsequent Rare Frequent

infection

Marksofviolence Not present Present

on abdomen

Injuries ongenital Not present Injuriesmaybe in vulva vagina cervix

organs
uterus

Toxiceffectsof Absent If abortifacient drugs have beenused toxic
drugs effects would beseen

Local erosions inflammation ofvagina
cervix duetolocal applicationof

irritants caustics

systemic specific to abortifacient used
Foreignbodies in Not present May be present
thegenitaltract

Injuries wounds Absent Present
on fetus


